Thanksgiving in the USA

The festival of Thanksgiving has been celebrated in the USA for almost 400 years.  It is said that the tradition of Thanksgiving began with the pilgrims who arrived in the New World in 1620.

They arrived too late in the year to plant crops and the first winter was very harsh.  There wasn’t much fresh food, and many people died from hunger and disease.

In the spring of 1621, local Indians taught the pilgrims how to fish, hunt, and grow corn.  That year in the fall, the settlers were able to harvest many crops and they had enough food to last them for a long time.  

They decided to have a big celebration and prepared a feast to thank the Indians for everything they had done to help them.  The pilgrims and the Indians ate and played games for more than a week.

And so the tradition of Thanksgiving was born.  In time, Thanksgiving became an official holiday, and it is now celebrated on the fourth Thursday of November each year.

Today people decorate their homes with fall leaves, fruit, and vegetables.  They prepare traditional roast turkey, cranberry sauce, mashed potatoes, pumpkin, and corn.  And no matter where they live, families all come together to celebrate and give thanks for what they have.
1. How long has Thanksgiving been celebrated in America?

a) Almost 400 years.

2. Who were the people who started Thanksgiving?

a) Pilgrims (Indians)

3. Where did they come from?

a) Europe (The Old World)

4. When did they get to America?

a) 1620

5. They arrived too late to do what?

a) To plant crops.

6. What wasn’t there much of their first winter?

a) Food

7. What did people die from?

a) Hunger and disease

8. When did the Indians help them?

a) Spring of 1621

9. What did they teach the Pilgrims?

a) How to fish, hunt, and grow corn

10. What did the Pilgrims do to thank the Indians?

a) They prepared a celebration and had a feast

11. How long did the celebration last?

a) For more than a week

12. When is Thanksgiving celebrated today?

a) The fourth Thursday of November

13. What foods to people eat today on Thanksgiving?

a) Roast Turkey, Cranberry Sauce, Mashed Potatoes, Pumpkin, and Corn

14. What do families do on Thanksgiving?

a) They come together

15. Do you like Thanksgiving?

a) Yes/No
